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HON MICHAEL MURRAY, AM, QC — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Heritage) [9.06 am]: I rise to acknowledge and pay tribute 
to a remarkable Western Australian who passed recently. Hon Michael Murray, AM, QC, joined the National Trust 
in 2014 after a long and distinguished career in law, retiring from the bench as senior judge in 2012. He was elected 
chair of the council in 2015 and remained in that position until his retirement earlier this year, in January. While 
serving as chair of the National Trust, Michael also filled the role of Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption 
and Crime Commission. 
Under his leadership, the National Trust completed a range of ambitious adaptive re-use projects, including 
Old Perth Boys School, 57 Murray Street in the City of Perth, the Wanslea Cancer Wellness Centre in Cottesloe, 
the Artillery Drill Hall in Fremantle and North Fremantle Primary School. Significant conservation and interpretation 
projects were undertaken at Ellensbrook in Margaret River, Strawberry Hill in your electorate, Mr Speaker, of 
Albany, the Mill Manager’s House in Jarrahdale and Woodbridge in Guildford. Michael was particularly proud of 
the work that the National Trust undertakes in the natural and Aboriginal heritage areas, with the foundation of the 
Goldfields Aboriginal Language Centre and economic development programs for Aboriginal foundations being 
several highlights. 
Mr Michael Murray gave great support to the National Trust’s vision to increase participation in heritage though 
artistic and creative endeavours, and was highly supportive of the National Trust making Gallop House available 
as a residence for a composer-in-residence program. Michael contributed much in his role as chair, providing 
insightful thought, leadership and calm patience in decision-making, which always favoured the long-term benefit 
of the heritage of our state. A champion of the importance of heritage in a civil society, Michael advocated for 
the need to increase the size of the heritage audience through storytelling that connects people to place. He was 
also aware of the need to increase the commitment of stakeholders for heritage programs and supported the 
National Trust’s aspirations to gain increased resources to undertake its important community role in conserving 
our state’s heritage. The passing of Michael is very sad and my thoughts go to Dale and his family. 
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